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Thy presence why withdraw’st thou, Lord?
Psalm 10 verses 1, 2, 13-15

Joseph Stephenson (1723-1810)
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Edmund Gooch's notes:
The alto part is given in alto clef in the source.
Fragments only of the first verse of the text are underlaid in the source: this has been given in full in the present
edition, with four additional verses selected from the text and underlaid editorially.
The last G in the alto part in the penultimate bar has no accidental in the source: the natural sign has been added
editorially. The repetition of accidentals within a bar elsewhere in Stephenson’s Church Harmony Sacred to Devotion
(for example, in the anthem ‘Praise the Lord, ye servants’, pp 9-11) suggests that the book assumes a convention
of accidentals only applying to the notes they immediately precede, and not to subsequent occurrences of the same
note for the rest of the bar.
The colourful harmonies of this setting, including both diminished fifths and diminished thirds, reflect the text:
Stephenson’s preface to the book notes that the compositions have ‘the Energy of our English Words particularly
express’d, with an Air suited to each different Subject’.
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