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Composer's note:

About 60 years ago, as a teenager, I was walking down Queens Road, Brentwood, when I saw outside
an evangelical chapel the text: "And the elements shall melt with a fervent heat", on a placard. This is
a quotation from 2 Peter X 3, though the Authorised Version omits the indefinite article. The music of
central D major section came into my mind. I had recently been introduced to Handel's Messiah, as
is perhaps evident from the style of the music.

I never wrote this music down, and it had remained dormant in my mind until it occurred to me in March 
2017 that I could perhaps work it into a West Gallery anthem. I then composed the outer D minor sections.
So the central section is the product of my adolescent mind.
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