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6. An Angel then from heav'n was sent,
    For to declare God's will,
And to the Virgin Mary came,
    God's words for to fulfil.
A virgin pure of virtuous life,
    Of whom the Lord made choice,
To bear our Saviour in her womb,
    Man's heart for to rejoice. Chorus.

7. The Angel then before her stood,
    Declaring of those things,
And told her that she should conceive,
    And bear the King of kings;
To save man's soul from hell beneath,
    From which he could not fly;
For breaking of the Lord's commands
    He was condemned to die. Chorus.

8. Mary replied, 'tis wondrous strange
    To hear what thou hast said,
I should conceive, being free from sin,
    And still a spotless maid.
The Angel said, 'tis not by man,
    That this should come to pass,
For God himself ordain'd it so
    Before the world ere was.  Chorus.

9. This glorious Angel she believ'd,
    That did those tidings bring;
And then sung praises in her heart
    To God our heav'nly King.
Then God who knew her faith was such
    For to believe aright,
The Angel then by God's own pow'r
    Departed from her sight. Chorus.










Editorial note: Gilbert's bass has been substantially altered to avoid most of the parallel octaves, 
and the inner parts are the editor's work. Transposed down a minor third.
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10. Then Cæsar made a firm decree,
    That certainly should stand,
That all the world should taxèd be,
    By the pow'r of this command;
Mary then being great with child,
    When Cæsar made this call;
For in her womb conceivèd was
    The Saviour of us all. Chorus.

12. God grant us hearts for to believe,
    And likewise to consider,
How that our Saviour suffer'd death,
    Man's soul for to deliver;
The which, if rightly we believe,
    We shall with him be bless'd,
And when this mortal life is done,
    In Heav'n we hope to rest. Chorus.

11. Then Mary and her husband kind,
    Together did remain,
And went to Bethlehem to be tax'd,
    As Scriptures doth make plain;
And so it was that they being there,
    Her time being fully come,
Within a stable she brought forth
    Her first-begotten Son. Chorus.
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